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 The The Charles RiverCharles River is a small,  is a small, 
relatively short relatively short riverriver in  in MassachusettsMassachusetts, , 
USAUSA, that separates , that separates BostonBoston from  from 
CambridgeCambridge and  and CharlestownCharlestown..  

 Despite its famous Despite its famous water pollutionwater pollution, , 
making the Charles "Swimmable by making the Charles "Swimmable by 
2005" became an important 2005" became an important EPAEPA goal goal11
. While this promise was not reached . While this promise was not reached 
in time, swimming and fishing are in time, swimming and fishing are 
progressively re-emerging as about progressively re-emerging as about 
90% of the length of the river is now 90% of the length of the river is now 
considered safe for swimmingconsidered safe for swimming22. Health . Health 
risks remain, however, particularly after risks remain, however, particularly after 
rainstorms and when walking in certain rainstorms and when walking in certain 
riverbeds stirs up toxic sediment. riverbeds stirs up toxic sediment. 


